U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

PARTNERS FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE

HABITAT DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT
This Agreement dated March 10, 2009 between the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), the Office of the Lieutenant Governor of the State of Illinois (State) and __________________ (hereafter Cooperators) is entered into in order to create small-scale educational wetland gardens (Rain Gardens) on the grounds of              _______________________ (school, municipality, etc.) in the State of Illinois.  Through this Agreement, the Cooperator, with financial assistance from the Service and from the State, will undertake creation of Rain Gardens.  These will serve as living educational tools for the people of the State of Illinois.

The Cooperator(s) agree(s) to place approximately ______ square feet located on the grounds of _________________ (school, municipality, etc), at Township ___N, Range ___E, Section ___, ____________County, Illinois into this Habitat Development Agreement for a period of 10 years or until March 10, 2018.

For purposes of this agreement the Cooperator agrees to:




1. Create and maintain a shallow “wetland” Rain Garden by seeding and/or planting wetland and aquatic plant species native to Illinois.  
2. Allow access to said tract of land by the Service, and/or its contractors for the purpose of monitoring activities.

3. Acknowledge the contribution of the Service and the State on any interpretive signage provided by the Cooperator should.  Additional signage may be provided free of charge by the Service at a later date.

The Cooperator agrees to maintain, at his or her expense, insurance sufficient to fully protect the landowner, the State of Illinois, and the United States from any and all claims of whatsoever kind or nature for damage to property or for personal injury, including death, made by any person whomsoever, that may arise from the operations carried on under this contract, either by the landowner or by any person directly or indirectly engaged or employed by the landowner.  The landowner agrees to provide the contracting officer for the United States Fish & Wildlife Service with certificates evidencing the required coverage if requested by the Service.

The Service agrees to provide technical assistance and funding to this project as available.  Through Cooperative Agreement with the Office of the Lieutenant Governor of the State of Illinois, the Service’s contribution to this project shall not exceed $500.

The Service assumes no liability for injury other than injury caused by its own negligence, on the above acreage.  The Service assumes no jurisdiction over the above acreage for purposes of controlling trespass, noxious weeds, granting rights-of-way, and other incidents of ownership.

This Agreement may be amended at any time by mutual agreement of the parties, and terminated by thirty (30) days written notice by either party.  However, in the event this agreement is terminated by the Cooperator, the Service may seek return of funds it contributed, plus interest.  The Service shall have no obligation to restore the land to its original condition upon expiration or termination of this Agreement.

                                                                         
____________________________________

John D. Rogner, Field Supervisor

Date

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service



                                                                         
____________________________________

Pat Quinn, Lieutenant Governor

Date

State of Illinois 
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